250                               ATHENS.

ness, and good-humoured energy, which belonged
to them, and which made every task appear a
pleasure, not a toil. The greatest punishment
which can be inflicted on an Athenian child is
exclusion from school, though but for a day.
About seventy of the children belonged to the
higher classes, and were instructed in music,
drawing, the modern languages, the ancient
Greek, and geography. Most of them were at
the moment reading Herodotus and Homer, I
have never seen children approaching them
in beauty ; and was much struck by their
Priental cast of countenance, their dark com-
plexions, their flashing eyes, and that expression
at once apprehensive and meditative which is
so much more remarkable in children than in
those of a more mature age.

The singularity of the spectacle was increased
by the mingled character" of enjoyment and
decorum that belonged to it. The dresses of
the children, many of which were of the national
costume, looked as spotless; a& their pale radiant
fecee, aad as carefully arranged as their hair,